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ONE NOTE SAMBA 
 
You will find some answers to the following questions under “Melody”. 
 

1. Who wrote the song “One Note Samba” ? Antonio Carlos Jobim 
 

2. The song “One Note Samba” was written in which year? 1960 
 

3. The “one note” of the title comes from the extensive use of a repeated note at the beginning of the 
melody. 

 
You will find some answers to the following questions under “Rhythm”. 
 

4. In which music genre can "One Note Samba" be classified? 
 
 Rock  Funk  Bossa Nova  Reggea 
 Jazz  Electro  Samba  R&B 
 Waltz  Techno  Cha Cha Cha  Tango 

 
5. What Time Signature is it? 

 
 4/4  3/4  6/8  5/4 

 
6. Which Italian Term would you use to describe the tempo? 

 
 Largo  Moderate  Allegro  Prestissimo 

 
7. Do you find syncopation (when an accented note comes where we normally would not expect one ) in 

the first 4 bars of One Note Samba? If so, mark them in color. 
 

 
You will find the answers to the following questions in the Internet. 
 

8. What do you think is the difference between Bossa Nova and Samba?  
 
Samba is usually more up-tempo, with upbeat lyrics, but there are slower sambas as well such as 
“One Note Samba”. 
 

9. What is Clave in Latin American Music?  
 
Clave is a  syncopated two-bar musical pattern. 

 


