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ONE NOTE SAMBA 
 
“One Note Samba” is one of the most famous Bossa Nova songs and is a big favorite among jazz 
vocalists. Antonio Carlos Jobim wrote the song in 1960, and the “one note” of the title comes from the 
extensive use of a repeated note at the beginning of the melody. 
 
Let's take a closer look at the melody and describe the outline of the melody of the song. 
 

1. Mark the measures in which the melody consists of a single repeated note.  
2. Mark the measures in which the notes rise or fall. 
3. Mark the bars in which the pitches form a bridge or a valley.  
4. Mark the bars in which the pitches move in close or diffuse movement. 
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